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''And as my section of 20 tables fills up in a matter of
five minutes, I am once again reminded that, sometimes,
even Christians don't act Christ-like."

SEE
Page lb

With the recent release of
Deborah Feldman's autobiography,
"Unorthodox," Laura Chambers
gives her take on the radical book's

Velvet Janelle has a tip for Christian customers SEE Page 3a

message. SEE Page 4b

'Center for Student Success' in the works for fall
Several student support services consolidating into single office located in remodeled Hammon Room
by LEXI
STUTZMAN
news editor

Everyone in this center is going
to be focused on students being
successful. We want [students]
to have the very best experience
and be as successful as they can
in college."
-David Collins,
Dean of Students

Student support services
from across campus will come
together this fall in a newly
refurbished office complex to
form the Center for Student
Success in order to provide
students with easier access
to academic assistance.
Construction is underway
on the second floor of the
student center as workers
convert the former Hammon
Room into the new multifaceted student support area.
According to Dean of
Students David Collins, the
Center for Student Success
will bring eight different
departments together, including the McNair Scholars
Program, Upward Bound,
the Advance program, along
with disability services, career
services, academic advising
and academic support. The
various programs will work
in coordination under the
leadership and direction of
a new Dean of Student Success, who has yet to be hired.
Collins said he hopes the ·
center will not only provide

students with easier access to departments currently see the
assistance, but also increase same students for different but
collaboration between the similar reasons. Brownfield
programs so that they can said with all of the services
better aid students in reach- in one space, he thinks the
ing their goals.
programs will be able to do a
"Everyone in this center better job providing students
is going to be focused on with assistance.
"With everyone under
students being successful,"
Collins said. "We want one roof, we will have more
[students] to have the very opportunities t o bounce
best experience and be as ideas off of each other, share
successful as they can in materials and resources, and
college, whether that is a get assistance when needed,"
student who is struggling Brownfield said. "The truth
to pass or whether that is a is that since we are spread
student who is performing at out all over campus, we rarely
a B level and wants to have see each other in person or
an A average, this center is even communicate as often
going to be there to assist as we probably should."
According to Collins, the
either of those students."
Jake Brownfield, Interim center will include several
director and counselor, said small rooms for testing acmany of the student support commodations or for tutoring,

photo by SAVANNAH LEE I The Bison
Sparks fly as Roger Barger saws through metal beams as a part of the
remodeling construction of the Hammon Room on the second floor of
the student center. The construction should be finished by the end of the
semester and the Center for Student Success should be open this fall.
sorp.e larger conference a,reas
and two classroom spaces,
one which can also be used
as quiet place for students
to study.
'We have tried to maximize
the space as best we can and
have common space that can
be shared among all of the
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Students gathered last Mond_ay night for a candlelight ceremony on the Benson steps in honor
of Osman, singing worship songs and spending time in prayer for Osman's family and friends.

by J.M. Adkison
editor-in-chief

II 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18" and will cost $4. Davis
said the money will go toward building a memorial for
Osman on campus and a mission effort in Honduras.
"I got the idea from when a girl in my class died
Harding University lost a beloved student, peer unexpectedly last year and her parents gave us the
and friend this past spring break when freshman Ty bracelets and they were an awesome reminder to look
Howard O sman Jr. was involved in a car accident on down at our wrist and think of the memories I had
Friday, March 2, and passed away Sunday, March 4. of her and the influence she had in our lives," D avis
To honor Osman, the student body came together for said. "Ty loved doing mission work, so any of the other
a candlelight ceremony on M onday
money we earn, if we are lucky
night and held a memorial in chapel
enough to make that much , will
go to his church for mission work
this morning.
and for kids who can't pay to go."
"I first met Ty the night he was
Since Osman was a performer
hypnotized, what a first impresin TNT and Zeta Rho's spring
sion," said freshman Cara Speegle,
sing show, spring sing director
who was a good friend of Osman.
sophomore Alexis Samuel said
"Anyone who witnessed that event
th e show will be dedicated to
can understand what I mean. It took
O sman.
a couple of weeks, but after those
''At this point, other than just
first weeks of awkward mingling we
telling each other that this show
became friends and were ever since.
He made an astonishing impact on
is for Ty, we are all dedicating
m e in such a short time. We are
our lives and the way we carry
ourselves to him," Samuel said.
both really loud and weird people,
"He was always the person to
h onestly, so we h ad so much fun
watch on stage. No one could
just being silly together."
watch him for more than 10
Speegle said sh e was not so sure
about the going to the candlelight ceremony after seconds with out absolutely cracking up, including
experiencing so much with O sman's death, but said myself. Ifwe put our hearts into his show like he did,
then this could be one of the most outrageously funny
sh e was glad she attended.
"I wanted to remember and honor him with the and moving sh ows anyone has ever seen."
Many students traveled to Osman's funeral over
rest of Harding," Speegle said. "Once I got [to t he
ceremony], though, it was very focused on praising and spring break, which was held at Woodmont Hills Church
praying to God, things that cannot be overlooked in his of C hrist in Brentwood, Tenn., on Friday, March 9.
passing. It was very beautiful for us all to praise God
According to freshman Grant Schol, who attended
even though at times we cannot understand his plan." the funeral, the verse Psalm 73:26 was written on a
Friends of O sman are also beginning their own ser- wooden board placed over his grave. O sman tweeted
vice projects and dedications to honor him. Freshman the verse shortly before his death, which read "My
Courtney Davis is beginning a fundraiser by selling flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength
bracelets, which will read "In M emory of Ty Osman of my heart and my portion forever."

..

by MATT RYAN
asst. sports editor
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disability services will also
be outside of the Hammon
Room area.
Collins said the construction on the Center for Student
Success should be finished
by the end of this semester
and open to students at the
beginning of the fall semester.

Chapel coordinator
position switches
to Bruce Mclarty
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programs," Collins said.
There will be six offices
where the Hammon Room
once was, according to Collins, and the other directors
will have offices nearby. The
Career Center will remain
across the hall from the
Hammon Room and the

Dr. Bruce McLarty took
over as chapel coordinator
last M onday, March 12, after
Nathan Copeland stepped
down from the p9sition to
pursue opportunities elsewhere
in the university. McLarty is
also assistant chairman of the
Chapel Committee under the
leadership of the committee's
chairman, President D avid
B. Burks.
Copeland, who serves as
assistant to the president,
stepped down as chapel coordinator in order to join the
Carter College of Business,
where he is now an assistant
professor and the director of
the Center tor Professional
Excellence, which works to
form connections between
students and alums that lead
to internships, mentorships
and careers.
"This new center will take
a lot of my time and I had to
give something up," Copeland
said. "Since we will be moving
to two chapels in the fall and
spring next year, this was the
right time to pass the torch.
[McLarty] has a passion for
the Lord and he understands
what it takes to organize a
period of worship. Not only
do I believe he will do a good
job; I believe chapel will only
get better becau se of his
leadership."
As the chapel coordinator,
M cLarty is responsible for
taking care of the details of
chapel, including bring ing
in speakers, putting together
themes, and making sure there
are song and prayer leaders
for each morning's service.
M cLarty said that although
chapel planning is no simple
task, he does not expect his
new position to significantly
affect his daily schedule.
M cLarty also said there

should not be any noticeable
changes to the ~ay chapel is
run between now and the end
of the spring semester. Much
ofwhat will happen in chapel,
including personal announcementli and programs,like Senior
Week, and a number ofspecial
performances and speakers,
was already organized before
McLarty filled the position.
"We'll continue the same
basic process, "McLarty said.
"But it is an ongoing, continual
process of receiving input,
making decisions, charting
the course."
Any major differences that
might occur will be decided
when the chapel committee
meets during the summer to
discuss the direction of chapel
and whether any changes need
to take place in the Fall 2012
semester. McLarty said such
change, however, is beyond
his control.
Being vice president for
Spiritual Life, McLarty said
that it is difficicult to define his
position's ·responsibilities. He
said he believes that his new
role in the chapel committee
fits in well.
"Because we are committed to the integration of faith,
learning and living, spiritual
life permeates everything and
is not just a division within the
university,"McLarty said. ''At
Harding, we hope that spiritual
life is not just a slice ofthe pie;
we hope it is the flavor of the
whole pie."
Since Burks is chairman of
the chapel committee and plans
to retire in 2013, McLarty said
he does not know how long
he will fill the role of chapel
coordinator.
"Organizing chapel is one
ofthose jobs where you're very
much working and serving at
the pleasure of the president,"
McLartysaid "Since Dr.Burks
will retire after next year, I don't
know ifor how my work with
chapel will change at that time."
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Missions Accomplished

photo by CHANEY MITCHELL I The Bison
Artwork by local school children grades kindergarten through eighth is
on display at the Searcy Art Gallery during the month of March. To read
more about the exhibit visit the Link at thelink.harding.edu.

This spring break 199 Harding ~tudents scattered across the Americas and
surrounding oceans as part of the Spring Break Missions Campaign. The 13
groups hosted Vacation Bible Schools, built houses, visited orphanages and
performed other service projects in effort to support and share the gospel with
those outside of the Bible Belt. Within the country, teams vi$ited cities in Alaska,
Arizona, California, Maryland, Maine, Massachusetts, Tennessee and Washington.
Four groups ventured outside the country's borders to Santa Ana, Honduras; May
Pen, Jamaica; City of Children, Mexico; and Jinotega, Nicaragua. The Center
for World Missions also sent students to Washington and the country of Belize.
Junior Marcos Tolentino led a team to Ketchikan, Alaska. He, like many team
leaders, said his group had a successful trip. " It was
amazing to see our group grow together and see
people from the group itself getting deep and
emotional with their faith," Tolentino said. "We
also touched a lot of people in the community.
We were told by many people that we made
a really big impact on their lives."

Ketchikan, Alaska

Student group Humanity
tackles human trafficking

Team leaders:
Marcos Tolentino
and Lori Wilkinson

Laurel, Maryland

by LYNDSEY RUBLE
editorial asst.

on human trafficking is recent. Roussel, junior
Jessica Kirkham and junior Natalie Fisher said
they refocused the group after Roussel and
Kirkham went this past winter break to the
HUmanity, a grassroots student group, Passion Conference in Atlanta, Ga., which
recently refocused its mission in order to help focused on freedom and fighting human traffight human trafficking and raise awareness ficking in the name of]esus Christ. Roussel
about it around the Harding campus and said that the conference inspired them to get
Searcy community.
Harding involved.
'What we are really wanting to be is an
"It's really empowering to be a part of this
umbrella organization where anyone who has and to be doing something about [human
a passion for fighting injustices can come and trafficking]," Kirkham said. "It's good to be
present their ideas and form a committee," aware that you aren't just some college kid.
HUmanity member junior Ashli Roussel You are making a difference."
said. "We can take that passion and turn it
Members of HUmanity are currently
into action."
focusing on a showing of the documentary
HUmanity is focusing on groups such "Nefarious"bythe organization Exodus Cry,
as International Justice Missions and Red which focuses on ending slavery. In addition,
Thread. According to IJM's website, IJM HUmanity member freshman Chris Palmore
is a human rights agency that brings rescue is organizing a community-wide carnival in
to victims of slavery, sexual exploitation and mid-to-late April that will raise awareness of
other forms ofviolent oppression. HUmanity sex-trafficking in local areas and explain what
member freshman Monica Shultz said she is HUmanity is doing to stop it.
helping to organize "Loose Change to Loosen
HUmanity member juniorTaylor Kee said
Chains," which is an IJM fundraiser carried they are also focused on informing the public
out by individual chapters, such as Harding's that human trafficking is a growing problem.
HUmanity. The members even think "Loose An estimated 27 million people are already
Change to Loosen Chains" could become enslaved and that number grows daily.
an intercollegiate competition with other
"Human trafficking used to be an issue
Christian universities.
that no one knew about, but [the media] is
Red Thread is an organization that focuses beginning to notice," Roussel said. "I think
on human trafficking specifically in Nepal. that the body of Christ needs to be right in
HUmanity member sophomore Grace Allen the middle of it."
said that Red Thread saves about 100 women
HUmanity has about 70 active members
from sex slavery per month. R ed Thread sells. but encourages others to get involved. The
red bracelets that help raise money for the documentary "Nefarious" will be shown in
victims of N epal sex slavery.
the Administration Auditorium on March
HUmanity has long existed as a Harding 20 at 7 p.m. The next HUmanity meeting is
group, according to members, but the focus on March 27 in Mclnteer 150.

Team leaders:
David Schilling
and Colette Price

Stockton, California
Team leader: Amber Kuhn

Team leaders:
Hector Felix and
Morgan Sorrell
Team leaders:
Will Waldron and

Santa Ana, Honduras

Jinotega, Nicaragua

Team leaders:
Lacey Bates and
Carter Wright

Team leaders:
Krest6n Lee and
Lauren Meeker

Student lands prestigious public policy internship in D.C.
by AERIAL
WHITING
copy editor
For the second summer in
a row, a Harding University
student will intern with The
Heritage Foundation, a conservative public policy research
institute in Washington, D .C.
The Heritage Foundation
Internship Program, a paid
internship, invites 50 students

each fall and spring to work
part time and 70 students
each summer to work full time
researching issues ofdomestic
and foreign policy.
For the internship, senior
public administration major
Ashley Shelton, who said she
desires to become a policy
analyst, will work in The Heritage Foundation's Center for
Data Analysis from June 6 till
mid-August. Having applied
to the program in N ovember

and interviewed by phone
on Feb. 22, she was offered a
position with the foundation
on Feb. 24.
Shelton said she looks
forward to working for The
Heritage Foundation because
it is a prestigious organization that is morally sound
and devoted to the founding
principles ofAmerica and also
because ofthe opportunities it
will present h er.
"I am excited about seeing

WATCH Let The Bible Speak
Every Sunday Morning
KlRT FOX 16 <cab e 1016:00 a.m. • KARZ 42 <cable 9> 8:30 a.m.

Jotn our grow page on Facebook
tor the message Of the week.

Request a FREE booklet

how it all works, seeing how our
government works," Shelton
said. "I sit in the classroom
all the time and learn about
[our goverment] at the state
and local and federal levels,
but I am going to be in it. I'm
going to be all up in it, seeing
how policy is made and the
end result and why it's good
and why it's bad."
Junior Erin Grant interned
with The Heritage Foundation
last summer, working in the
Center for International Trade
and Economics doing research
for and editing "The Index of
Economic Freedom," which
ranks nations based on how
economically free they are.
Grant, who has had five
or six internships, said The
Heritige Foundation Internship
Program is the best internship
she has seen. In addition to
her research and editing, she
and her fellow interns had the
opportunity to attend seminars,
tour historical sites, and hear
and meet with prominent
conservatives. Through the
internship Grant m et new s
commentator Ann Coulter,
political commentator Ben

Shapiro and the foundation's
Vice President for Domestic
and Economic Policy David
Addington, who was Chiefof
Staff to Vice President Dick
Cheney; and work individually
with a mentor from Heritage.
Shelton said she does not
yet know what activities her
internship will include, but
seminars, guest speakers and
field trips are regular features
of the program.
Assistant ProfessorofHistory
and Social Sciences Lori Klein,
who recommended Shelton for
the Heritage program, said this
internship will play to Shelton's
strength s because she has a
knack for data analysis.
"I think she's really kind
of interested in 'What do the
numbers say about this choice?
Can we lqok at this choice in
a rational manner and figure
out ifthere is a better option?"'
Klein said.
Assistmt Provost and Assistant Professor ofHistory Cheri
Yecke, who also recommended
Shelton for the internship, said
Shelton is an excellent student
and that The H eritage Foundation is a good place for h er

I sit in the
classroom all
thetime and
learn about [the
government] at
the state and
local and fed-

eral levels, but I
am going to be
in it.

-Ashley Shelton,
senior
to intern because she will be
exposed to prominent political people and to the political
process. Yecke also said sh e
hopes Harding students will
continue to participate in the
internship.
''I think that this is the start
of a good trend for Harding
students," Yecke said. "I'd like
to make it a tradition and to
challenge our student body so
that every year we have at least
one person involved with The
Heritage Foundation."
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Tighten your bolo ties and fluff
your shoulder pads. It's time for
the third annual Burksy's. ·rhe
Burksy's, a world-renowned
award ceremony, was created In
2010 to recognize the students
and faculty of Harding University who had garnered the favor
of the student body. For some,
receiving an award meant being
the campus' favorite professor
or student. For others, receiving
an award meant being in Knights.
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If you have a ny story ideas,
questia ns , comments or concerns
for the Bison staff, please e-mail
John Mark Adkison, the editor-inchief, at jad kiso1@harding.edu
"The Bison (USPS 577-660) is
published weekly (except vacations,
exams and summer sessions), 18 is
sues per year, by Harding University.
Periodicals postage paid at Searcy,
Arkansas 72143 . POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to The Bison
Harding Univers ity 11192 , SEARCY
· AR 72149-0001"

Restaurants
and all the other
b usinesses in
the w orld should
be excit ed
when we, the
Christians, are
their customers.

HOP served free pancakes
a few weeks ago on "I HOP
National Pancake Day Celebration" in hopes that customers They're loud and th ey come in
would donate money to the Chil- large groups. They bring children
dren's Miracle Network Hospital. who are h ard to control. And as
I, along with many other Harding my section of20 tables fills up in a
students, witnessed how chaotic matter of five minutes, I am once
the restaurant was. I could tell again reminded that sometimes
the servers were h aving a terrible Christians don't act Christ-like.
T h e truth is my co-workers
time. I asked my server what she
thought of the day, and she sadly barely h ave any interactions with
shook her head in discouragement. Christians. They don't always see
"This is for a good cause, and Harding students when we're
i t should be a positive thing for h elping the community during
t he kids," the server said. "But the D ay of Service. T h ey don't
because of the [negative] attitudes always see us when we're donating
of the customers, it's a terrible money to charities, to missionaries
and to our churches. They see us
experience."
Sadly, though the food was free, through the eyes of a server: a job
t he customers were not tipping, in which patience, humility and
and, according to my server, they compassion are required. Unfortunately, those characteristics are
were hardly donating.
I am a server myself. You can not always reciprocated.
find me at Ryan's most weekends.
The sad truth is we make less
The worst part of my job is work- tips on Sundays than on any other
i ng Sunday lunches. Right at 12 given day, and I'm not sure why.
M ayb e they donated to their
0 'clock, the church crowd rushes in.

At the Bison, it is our goal
to serve the Harding University student body with
integrity, truth and open
ears. However, w e believe
that meeting that goal is
a two-w ay street between
our st aff and the public it
serves.
We pledge to keep our
eyes and ears open to what
our c ommunity has t o say
and hope that, in return,
that c ommunity will be
an interactive audience,
sharing it s st ories w ith us.
We also pledge t o do the
basics: report accurate and
relevant information, check
our facts, and share them
in a professional, integrable
manner.

frenzied on account of last year's
host, will be Harding celebrities
Dr. Jack Shock, chair of depart·
ment of communication, and Lori
Sloan, assistant professor of business administration. Shock has
not yet confirmed If his pageant·
winning dog, Helen, will be mak·
Ing an appearance In a ball gown.
The Burksy's, which will take
place on Saturday night, March
17, are sure to be better than ever.
As an added bonus, every student
who attends will receive an award:
the award of actually having found
entertainment in Searcy, Ark.

A Helpful Tip

Justin Harris
multimedia editor

GUEST
WRITERS

The Burksy's featured live music
and Dr. Burks bobble-heads. The
Burksy's were a smash hit. Over
the past two years, the Burksy's
have become one of Harding students' favorite campus
events, only slightly less popular
than the Chinese Moon Festival.
And this year's Burksy's are
more fascinating than ever be·
fore. Rather than featuring a live
band, the ceremony will feature
a DJ to pump up what is sure
to be a full house. Hosting the
event and entertaining the fren·
zled masses, many of whom are

churches right before lunch.
Perhaps people don't realize
that servers are paid $2 to $3 an
hour and are expected to reach
minimum wage with their tips.
Either way, it doesn't paint a good
picture of Christians. Many servers
are in tight financial situations.
Whether they be single-mothers,
college students or simply from
a low socio-economic class, they
are always fighting to make their
lives better.
Not tipping is a huge problem.
As Christians, we should always
strive to be Christ-like. We should
reflect God and his goodness.
Restaurants and all th e oth er
businesses in the world should be
excited when we, the C hristians,
are their customers.
I am always so thankful when
a group smiles, encourages and
gives me more than the expected
amount for a tip. It's those people
who help keep my fait h strong.
Next time you're at a restaurant,
remember to try and make a positive difference in your server's day.
Whether it is giving a generous
tip or just being friendly, your
kindness will not go unnoticed.

VELVET JANELLE is a guest
c ontributor for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
vjanelle@harding.edu.
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f someone were to ask you, a
college student in today's world
why you chose a particular
i nstitution of high er learning
i n preparation for future career
p ursuits , would it be odd for
your answer to be "because of the
s chool's brand image"?
I recently read an article that
made a valid argument concerni ng the power of a university's
b rand. T he opinion was that if
viable businesses understand the
necessity for strategic branding,
th en why shouldn't educational
i n s titutions und ers t and a nd
e ngage using similar strat egies?
s etting your institution apart
from competitors in the education
re alm, academically and socially,
is crucial to staying afloat in the
shallow economic state of our nation. Competition is greater than
ever with a rising enrollment for
higher education. A ccording to
the Institute of Education Sciences,

..

during the fall semester of2012 ,
4.8 million students will attend
private four-year institutions in
the United States and another 7.7
million students are expected to
attend public four-year institution
throughout the U.S.
However, t h e possibility of
booming admissions and student
probing h as found its way into
several institutions, m eaning that
more and more emph asis is being
placed on the importance of their
post-college opportunities, as some
of the latest research indicates.
Critics argue that branding is
not necessarily as important as
academic programs. I would say
generally the consensus is that
most institutions rely strictly on
their academic standards and national rating scores more so than
the power of th eir brand image.
So how important is the brand
at Harding University? As with
any bra nd, th ere are typically
consumers involved who help to
define the essence of the brand's
image, personality and overall
culture. For most universities, the
alumni serve as an extension of
that brand by using th eir voice,
experiences and positions in the
marketplace.
For the average Harding student
today, one key question might be:

Will this diplom a become a commodity in the marketplace chosen
largely b ecause of convenience
and price, or h ave I become a
member of a larger secular club
that provides endless j ob opportunities and networking? A
number of private colleges have
struggled in developing programs
and alliances with their constituencies and alumni as a doorway
to graduating students seeking
those extensions of the school's
brand in the pursuit of a career.
Harding con tinues to maintain a strong enrollment level and
has proven over the last decade
that it is growing. Persuasion is
crucial when Harding finds itself
competing against 1,800 other
American private colleges and
universities for student's enrollment. And I am convinced that
the definition of our brand should
include a component that reaches
out and has a presence in today's
marketplace. Future prospective
students are placing the high est degree priority on not just a
"degree," but on what the b rand
can do for their future.

JESSICA HEAD is a guest
cont ributor for the Bison.
She may be contact ed at
jhead@harding.edu.

o matter what degree you
are seeking here at Harding,
at some point you will learn
about generation gaps. In fact, I
think almost every class I've taken
has at least touched on the subject of t h e differences between age
groups and the implications these
gaps have on our lives. Even if you
don't, I am sure at some point in
your life you will hear an elderly
person go on.a tangent about "the
good ole days,"which is potentially
more exciting anyway.
But just in case you are completely lost, here's a quick rundown
of the generations: Your grandparents are probably a p art of what is
called "The Silent Generation," your
parents are either "Baby Boomers"
or "Generation X" and you and I
are in "Generation Y." W ithout
going into great detail, it is pretty
obvious that there are huge gaps
between every generation, which
can cause some pretty hilarious
misunderst andings between you
and your grandparents.
That being said, almost every
time I've been in a class discussion
or lecture involving generation
gaps, I leave feel ing a little bit
discouraged about the state of our
world. This is probably because our
generation isn't viewed with much
positivity. Almost every time I hear
something about Gen Y, it's about
how we spend too much money, or
we don't have respect for anything,
or how lazy and irresponsible we are.
N ow don't get me wrong, I see
the problems going on in the world
and I get frustrated with my peers
just as much as the next person,
but all these discussions have me
wondering: Are we really that bad ?
Or more importantly: Are we really causing the downfall of th e
Western civilization ? I believe if
you take a closer look at history,
the answer is: probably not.
Let's think ab out this: How
m any stories in the O ld Testament do you read th at are completely inappropriate for the eyes
of children? Quite a few. We've all
heard the cliche that ifthey made a
movie about the Bible, it would be
rated "R."So judging by Scriptural
evidence, we are no more or less
crooked and depraved than the
people living in ancient times.
Ifyou watch any movies involving history, I don't have to tell you
about all ofthe problems associated
with Ancient Rome, the Middle
A ges, the R enaissance o r any
p eriod of time prior to modern
history. Simply put, they all h ad
some serious flaws.
I n more recent history, "The
Silent Generation" had all those
problems with prohibition and civil
rights, "Baby Boomers" are often
viewed as a selfish generation, and
were considered hippies by their
parents, and G eneration X has been
credited with starting the large
increase in divorce p ercentages
over the past few years.
N onetheless, it is also common
to hear youngsters these days talking down to older generations and
saying they are "out of touch." It
is important to remember that we
still have a lot to learn from our •
elders, especially if we wish to be
employed in the near future.
M y goal in this article is not to
bash every generation in history to
make us feel better about ourselves;
my only point is to give us hope.
Every generation in history has had
its share of problems, but most are
remembered for their contribution
to the world, not by how terrible
they were.
So rememb er' n ext time you
hear someone going on about the
"kids these days" or "back when I
was your age," just remember that
at one point their parents an d
grandparents were sh aking their
heads at them the same way, and
they are still here to talk about it.

PAYTON HURST is the
opinions editor for the
Bison. He may be contact ed
at phurst@harding.edu.
Twitter: @phurstplace
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Dystopia vs.
Utopia:
The War for
Publicity
fl ruled the world, there would
be more movies, books and video

games about the future of the
human race living in Utopia. I
mean, obviously the world under the
reign ofJohn Mark Adkison would
be just like M ary Poppins, perfect in
every way, so everything else written,
filmed or designed would be happy,
glorious and well-mannered (I am
being sarcastic, not egotistical).
Future Utopian storylines need
more publicity because there are far
too many future dystopian stories
floating around out there, and it is
beginning to just become depressing.
For those ofyou who do not know,
the term "utopian" refers to a society
ofidealistic and social perfection.The
term was taken from Sir Thomas
More's "Utopia," in which he writes
about an island nation that lives in
his definition of ultimate perfection.
Basically, Utopia is Disney W orld
minus the screaming children added
to a Sandals resort and multiplied
by an endless supply of chocolate.
Oh and I guess th ere wouldn't be
any war, famine, disease, nuclear
bombs or Kardashians.
And for those ofyou who do not
know, the term "dystopian" refers to
"a society characterized by human
misery, squalor, oppression, disease
and oveocrowding."Basicallyitiswhat
our world looks like when M urphy's
Law gets excited and everything that
can go wrong does go wrong. It's the
dentist's office minus the anesthesia
added to a zombie apocalypse and
populated by Kardash ian·s.
Novelists love futuristic dystopian storylines, probably because
readers love them just as much.
While dystopian literature has been
around since the 1800s, futuristic
dystopian novels got big in the mid20th century with Aldous H uxley's
"Brave New W orld," Ayn R and's
"Anthem" and George Orwell's
"Nineteen Eigh ty-Four" (though
Orwell's book wouldn't be considered
so much futuristic anymore as just
dystopian). And they are experiencing
a popular resurgence with the wildly
successful "Hunger Games" trilogy
and its upcoming movie adaptation
(ifyou can get the teeny-boppers to
like something, the world is yours).
Then there are also television shows
such as "Terra Nova,""The Walking
Dead" and "Falling Skies," all shows
in which humanity h as either ripped
the world apart, died and come back
to rip the world apart or let aliens
come in to rip the world apart.
Anyway, most futwistic dystopian
novels are all about humanity in
some way messing up and wrecking
the world. I mean, really, are we so
hard on ourselves that we crave to
read about our race destroying the
world? When will utopian novels,
movies and TV shows have their
time in the limelight?
You might be saying, well who
would want to read a book wh ere
everything is perfect and hunkydory? W here is th e conflict; the
villainous government, th e h erd
of zombies and the rising phoenix
metaphors? What could possibly
motivate a utopian novel?Well, you
could always have something from
outside Earth trying to mess up a
Utopian future, such as aliens or an
underappreciated computer system.
I admit I love a good dystopian
series just as much as the next person.
"The Walking Dead " is one of my
favori te shows, but more for th e
drama than the zombies, their acting
lacks certain depth . I also cannot
wait to see "The Hunger Games"
and I would totally volunteer to hide
away from bloodthirsty teenagers in
the woods with Katniss Everdeen.
But what I am trying to say is,
lighten up on yourself, h umanity.
W e are getting better as the years
go on. Look at the accomplishments
we've made in personal hygiene for
example. W e may h ave some major
flaws, but we have even more major
strengths as well.

J.M. ADKISON is the editorin-chief for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jadkiso1@harding.edu.
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o, I'm sick. It started about
three days ago with a tingling
in the b ack of my th roat.
"N o big deal," I t h ough t, "I'm
sure it's nothing."Two d ays later
I'm coughing and sneezing. My
body hurts, I'm running a fever
and my throat is sore. So m uch
for "no big deal. "
I've got all sorts of medicines
to deal with the coughing and the
runny nose and the sneezing, but
nothing that actually deals with
th e sickness itself A t least treating the symptoms makes it more
bearable. In t he meantime, I've
been researching a lot ofvitamins
and herbs that will help vanquish
this demon from my body.
On t h e plus sid e, while I'm
wasting away in bed I have a mo-

ment to think. There's so much to
think about. There's graduation
and b efor e then the National
Broadcast Society trip to New
York City. Pretty soon I'll be out
in the world.
I hear it's a crazy world out there.
We've got a presidential election
coming up, the situation in Syria
is getting worse, and I can already
hear the war drums beating for a
conflict with Iran.
Indian philosopher Jiddu Krishnamurti st ated : "It is no measure
of health to be well adjusted to a
profoundly sick society." Like the
medicines for all my symptoms,
we find ways to make dealing with
the world more bearable through
distractions. Whether it's a deadend relationship, weekend folly or
vapid TV sh ows, we all find ways
to treat th e symptoms of living in
a profoundly sick society.
The t hing is, in order to start
treating the sickness, you've got to
know what you're dealing with, and
what we're dealing with is a society
that values profit over people and
views money as speech. In short,

The beautiful
thing about going
to a Christian
university is
that while we
are here, we are
groomed to be a
force of love in
this world.
our society has fallen in love with
money.
The beautiful thing about going
to a Christian university is that
while we are here, we are not only
equipped with the tools needed
to survive in this world, but we
are also groomed to be a force of
love in this world. Ifwe are going
to do some good in this world,
we're going to have to roll up our
sleeves and get dirty. We're going
to have to go places where we feel
uncomfortable. We're going to
h ave to work with and especially

love people who don't share our
beliefs. In short, we're going to
have to love our neighbors.
To love your neighbor as yourself
is more than simply a quaint mantra
that mirrors the Golden Rule. It
is a commission to care for other
children of God so much so that
you improve their condition. Direct
action and interaction with our
neighbors is the means by which
we'll have a lasting impact on the
fabric of our society. In doing this,
we create a community that extends
beyond social clubs and missions
teams. In doing this, we are stating
through our actions that we value
God's creations more than man's.
Simply put, we're going to have
to go out and love somebody. We
can't be so heavenly bound that
we're no earthly good.

MICHAELANTONiO JONES
is a guest contributor
for the Bison. He may be
contacted at mjones13@
harding.edu.
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n case you don't recognize the charming
fellow on the masthead, try penciling
in a mustache and a few circles under
t he eyes. And maybe add a couple of liver
spots. W hile many of you were resting or
traveling or working during spring break,
I was busy aging down in Georgia.
Granted, we all spent the break getting older, but some of us did it in round
numbers that rhyme w ith "sporty." Yes,
I officially crossed th e bar on March 8.
Like L ady Bracknell in Oscar Wilde's play
"The Importance of Being Earnest,'' I was
afraid that the occasion might "expose me
to comment." M y friends and family did
not disappoint.
L et me share just a sampling of the abuse
I received via Hallm ark: Card 1 outside:
"Anoth er b irth day .. . and you look like
a million." Inside: "Which is silly. You're
nowh ere near that old."
Card 2 ou tside: Fortunet eller says, "I
foresee a very ' up' year for you." Inside:
"Cholesterol - up. W eight - up. Hairline
- up." and so forth.
Card 3 outside : An el ep h ant with a
stethoscope says, "Having another birthday?
W ell, remember one t hing." Inside: "Go on.
Try to remember something . Anything."
Card 4 ou tside: A lady trying on shoes
says to the salesman, "I can't wear those. They
rub my bunions." Inside: "This could be the
year you start blurting out your ailments to
total strangers." Sadly, this is true. The more
the body degenerates, the more likely it is
that any one symptom of decay will come
up in r andom conversation. However, I
have learned one thing in life: There is no
point discussing your infirmities with older
people. These folks talk about diseases like
th ey are poker ch ips:
O ld guy 1: "M y bursitis is really acting
up today."
O ld guy 2: "I'll see your bursit is and

m ichael
claxton
Where did my youth
go? What happened
to that guy who could
go to the Old Country
Buffet with his college
buddies and try to
eat the place out
of business? {Did
anyone see the license
plate number on my
metabolism?)
raise you a hiatal hernia."
This means, of course, that I will h ave
to wait another 60 years to make h ealth
complaints that cannot be trumped by
someone more decrepit.
But since this newspaper is read by so
many in the 18 t o 22 demographic, I do
have a few questions for anyone who will
listen. Where did my youth go? What h app ened to that guy who could go to the O ld
Country Buffet with his college buddies
and try to eat th e place out of business?
(Did anyone see the license plate number
on my met abolism ?) And what happened
to the young chap who didn't have to take
a break between putting on socks? And at
what point did the entire literate world
switch to small print?

Of course, if a person is going to stumble
into his fifth decade, it ought to be done in
style, and my family h elped me celebrate
during the break. W e gathered for a huge
meal, and the cooks graciously made sure
that everything was easy to chew. Then, after
Mom saw to it that I w as resting comfortably with a lap blanket, she brought in the
cake. I silently blessed the heart of whoever
invented headstone-shaped birthday candles.
It's nice to h ave clever relatives, and
there was a theme t o their gifts: 40 pens,
40 socks, 40 Post- It notes, 40 paper clips,
40 breath mints, 40 mini Snickers and 40
very-realistic- but-also-very-fake $100 bills.
The last one was a bit risky, as it is unwise to
get a person my age too excited. Everyone
also sign ed a card that read, "40 things
we love about Michael." I was touched by
this gesture, though my sister-in-law later
confessed that they really had to stretch it
to make the quota. But all in all it truly was
a lovely evening . I'm just glad that no one
used the phrase "winding down."
When William Wordsworth was j ust a
wee lad of 34, he wrote a poem lamenting
all the things a person loses when childhood
ends - innocence, simplicity, freedom and
all that. But h e soon comes to grips with
the fact that maturity has its compensations,
and he decides that he "will grieve not" and
will instead "find strength in what remains
behind." So what ifl take more care sitting
down these days? So what if my hairline
and waistline have reversed polarities? I'm
still here, and I'm grateful.
Can I get an "Amen" from the over- 40
crowd in the audience?
Now can you say it a little louder, please?

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
contributor for the Bison. He may be
contacted at mclaxto1 @harding.edu.
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CAN'T TOUCH THIS
Harding's mens tennis team continues to sweep through competition

Put your dancing
shoes on
When the calendar rolls
over to March, there are two
events to look forward to. As a
college kid, the first one's pretty
obvious. Spring break. But now,
the dirty clothes full ofsand are
nearly all clean and the process
of catching up on lost sleep
will remain ongoing. And so
will the memories. But with
spring break behind us, it's
now time for the Big Dance.
In the words of Dick Vitale,
"March Madness, baby!"
Hopefully you filled out a
bracket for this year's tourney.
If you didn't, come on, man.
No worries, though. There is
always next year to join the
madness I suppose.
The phraseMan:hMadness,
used to describe the NCAA
men's basketball road to the
championship, actually has a
pretty interesting story behind it
The saying was initially
used in 1939 to describe the
Illinois State high school
tournament. H. V. Porter was
a high school principal who
published an article, "March
Madness," about high school
basketball and the phrase caught
on. He proceeded to·become
a member of the National
Basketball Committee and made
recommendations regarding
the sport. He is responsible
for changes to the backboard
shape and most importantly for
designing a molded basketball
fiee oflaces that made dribbling
nearly impossible.
In the early 1980s, CBS
sportscaster Brent Musburger
redifined the phrase while
calling the men's NCAA
tournament. It went viral. The
phrase was owned by the state
oflllinois'basketball association,
but they agreed to share the
popular description with the
NCAA Viewers ofthe games
will hear this phrase over and
over again in the weeks to come.
Also referred to as the Big
Dance, the 68 teams invited to
the tournament will all battle
it out on their way to the final
four.1he first stop is the Sweet
16 though, and then on to the
Elite 8. The single elimination
format paves the way for
major upsets and the birth of
a Cinderella team that usually
comes from a small school that
people have never heard 0£
This tournament is a true
playoff system that allows for
the two teams who have had
the stamina to withstand
playing many games in a short
period of time to meet in the
final championship game. The
system is a fan favorite for sure.
And by nature,we love rooting
for the underdogs.
Basketball fans as well as
those who did not watch a
single game all season fill out
multiple brackets apiece and
join pools with their friends and
co-workers, hoping to be lucky
enough to pick the winners of
each game and ultimately who
will be cutting down the nets
onApril2.
UCLA still has the throne
with 11 titles, the most
championships won by a
single program. The school's
storied coach,John Wooden,
was the coach for 10 of the
crowns. But with UCLA no
where in sight, it's time for a
new champ.
Three ofthis year's four top
seeds caused chaos lastweekend
by losing their conference
championship games. And
now Syracuse is vulnerable with
the loss of their big man, Fab
Melo. It looks like the madness
has already begun.
MARSHALL HUGHES
is the sports editor for
the 2011-2012 Bison.
He may be contacted at
jhughes3@harding.edu.
Twitter: @marshallhughes

by AMY MARE
multimedia editor
The Bison tennis team continues its
amazing start to the 2011-12 season with
its 15th straight victory to open the season.
The Bisons also had a 15-0 start in the
2007-08 season. Harding is now 31-4 in its
last 43 matches dating to last season.
"It's a great feeling being part of a team
that is undefeated in the season," senior Aldo
Campos said. "It shows all the hard work
everybody is putting in during practice every
day. It also reflects the effort Coach Elliott
and Coach Marco put in by pushing us to
work hard every time we are on the courts
and encouraging us to always try our best."
. The Bisons defeated Central College of
Pella, Iowa, 9-0 on Wednesday at the Harding
Tennis Courts.
Head Coach David Elliott said the year is
going so well because this years' team is the
strongest he has ever had.
"We're a very young team but we also
have some strong seniors," Elliott said. 'We're
talented. We've got more talent and more
depth than we have ever had. Our work ethic is
probably better than I've ever seen. Everybody
is united to make the team successful and our
team chemistry is very good."
Harding took a 3-0 lead with victories
in all three doubles matches. The Bisons are
now 42-3 in doubles matches this season.
Kittibodee Singnil and Jon Mark Rowden
improved to 5-0with an 8-3 victory at No.1.
Alex Ford and Caleb McReynolds won their

team-high seventh doubles match at No. 2,
and Henrique Ruiz and Helio Hashimoto
remained unbeaten at 4-0 with a win at No. 3.
Harding also won all six of the singles
matches in straight sets. Singnil did not lose
a game in winning his fifth straight to start
his Harding career at No. 1. Rowden also
remained unbeaten at 8-0 with a victory at
No. 2. Hashimoto and Edwards both won
their sixth straight singles matches.
"I'm looking forward to seeing how far
we can extend our undefeated record,"junior
Sammy Lhotak said. "I am especially excited
about our last home match vs. Ouachita
Baptist since they yvere picked to finish first
in our conference."
Harding returns to action at home on
Wednesday against LeMoyne-Owen College.
Elliot is excited to see what this match and
the rest of the season holds for the Bisons.
"I can't wait [for the rest of the season,)"
Elliott said. "Our team motto is 'respect
everybody, fear no one' and that's the way we
will approach these last matches. I feel confident
and we will give them our best shot. When
we walk of the court when it's all over with,
we will have done the best that we can. Any
team that comes to play us better be ready to
play, because we are going to be ready to play.
Ifwe're good enough, we're going to win."
On the other side of the net, The Lady
Bisons improved their record to 15-2 after
photo by ASHEL PARSONS I The Bison
defeating Central College on Wednesday.
They return to action at 2 p.m. today at their Sophomore Alex Ford delivers the backhand
home courts to face off against Arkansas across the net during Harding's 9-0 blank over
Tech University.
Central College on Wednesday.

Bison basketball knocked out early by UAM
Harding's men's basketball team falls short in the conference tournament opener
by JORDAN
HONEYCUTT
student writer
The Harding Bison men's
basketball team fell to the
University of Arkansas at
Monticello Thursday, March 1,
finishing off the season in the
Great American Conference
Tournament quarterfinals in
Bartlesville, Okla.
"I think we played really
well defensively," head coach
Jeff Morgan said. "We just
had a hard time scoring in

the last couple minutes of
the game."
The game finished with a
score of58-54 and ended the
Bisons' season 13-14.
"It's a little disappointing
we ended up losing our last
six in a row," junior forward
Zach Roddenberry said.
"But we are growing and I
think next year is going to
be something special."
The Bisons led the game
52-47 with just under five
and a half minutes left but
only made one more layup as
Arkansas-Monticello scored

another nine points. A missed
shot and a turnover by the
Bisons kept them from tying
the game up again.
LA. Farmer ofArkansasMonticello made two freethrows with eight seconds left
in the game to win it.
"We ended up losing,
but I thought we played a
lot better together than we
have the past few games,"
Roddenberry said. 'We are all
kind of disappointed that we
ended our season on a down
note instead ofa positive one."
Although Roddenberry

was eight of eight from
the field and made all 10
of his free throws, scoring
a total of 26 points during
the tournament game, the
Bisons made only one of the
13 3-pointer attempts in the
tournament game.
"This team really grew,"
Morgan said "To start the year
there were a lot of question
marks, but we had some guys
really step up.This may be one
of the most unselfish groups
of guys we've ever had."
According to Morgan, team
members isolated themselves

from the outside world as
they prepared for the game,
texting loved ones to let them
know that they would not
have their phones for the
next day and a hal£
'We just felt like we needed
to intensify our focus and get
ready," Morgan said. "With
no cell phones around, it's
amazing how in tune you can
be with each other."
Roddenberry said "silence
mode" helped the team focus
on communication between
each other, which is what the
game relies on.

Batting keeps baseball team afloat
by ALEXIS
HOSTICKA
features editor
After going .500 over
spring break and dropping
from 20th to 30th ranked,
the baseball team came

back with an 8-2 win over
McKendree University on
Wednesday.
Sophomore Bronson
Smith closed the game, and
head coach Patrick McGaha
said Smith's starting pitching
had been strong throughout
spring break.

"I was very pleased with
our starting pitchers over
break,"McGaha said. "Both
Bronson and Alex Smith had
really good starts."
The team won four of
the eight games over the
break, and now has a record
of 17-6. McGaha said that

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I The Bison
Junior pitcher Logan Holthaus pitches at a Harding baseball
doubleheader before spring break.

the team's biggest struggles
were closing pitching and
defense. However, strong
hitting helped the Bisons
out and McGaha said he
is happy with the series
they won.
"Anytime you can win a
series you have to be pretty
pleased with that," McGaha
said. 'Winning against Quincy
was a good series win, and
we won against ArkansasMonticello. That's winning
two series and that's what
we're trying to do."
The team split its series
with University of North
Alabama 2-2.
Both McGaha and pitcher
freshman Josh Spears said
that the team's hitting has
been what kept them afloat.
''The bats, the hitters came
on strong," Spears said. "The
games we lost over break
were games that we had the
aptitude to win. We were in
them and competitive."
With some strong points
in both pitching and hitting,
Spears said he blames the
losses on everything not
coming together in some
of the games.
"Coach [McGaha] always
tells us to work on all three
phases of the game together:
hitting, pitching and defense,"
Spears said. "The three phases
weren't unified, we weren't
together in some games. If
we can get it all working
together at the same time,
we'd be a phenomenal team."
One of the team's newest
members, center fielder
junior Kyle Atkins, has been

an outstanding base runner
for the team, McGaha said.
"Kyle's speed really changes
the game,"McGaha said. "He
has 17 stolen bases already,
and we haven't had a really
fast guy like this for awhile."
Sophomore infielder
Matt Calhoun was named
GAC hitter of the week, and
currently sits as the Bisons'
No. 2 hitter with a .338
batting average and 24 hits.

Anytime you
can win a
series you
have to be
pretty pleased
with that.
- Patrick
McGaha
head coach
Spears even pointed
Calhoun out as one of the
team's strongest players
this year.
"Calhoun is just hitting the
ball really well," Spears said.
The Bisons will face
East Central University this
weekend in a doubleheader on
Saturday starting at noon and
a game on Sunday at 1 p.m.
"East Central hasn't been
very strong in past years, but
they've played some strong
programs and beat them this
season, so they will bill tough
to beat like every team in this
conference," McGaha said.
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Outdoor season is on track

Can Roger Federer
find his way back to
the top of tennis?

by ASHLEY
ROSENBAUM
student writer
Four weeks after the last
indoor track meet, members
ofthe track team will be lacing
up their tennis shoes and
walking to the track to begin
the outdoor season.
After three successful meets,
the team recently finished
up their indoor track season.
The outdoor season begins on
March 17.
The track team uses the
indoor season as an opportunity
to prepare for the outdoor
season. Head coach Steve
Guymon said that their main
priority is outdoor track.
"We are going to have a
lot more people," Guymon
said. "We really focus on the
outdoor, so it's going to be a
big group. I think with the
outdoor season we have quite a
few athletes that.could possibly
set some school records, qualify
for nationals, set personal bests
or do very well in the meets
that we go to."
Sopho more Landon
Belcher, who shaved off two
seconds in sprinting since last
year's indoor meet, said he is
hoping to continue to improve
throughout the next season.
'Tm feeling excited,"Belcher
said. "That's probably the best
way to describe it because
outdoor is kind of tough. It's
a tighter turn on the track. It's
probably a 200 - or 300-meter
track. So, we run a lap and
then a portion of a lap but it

Michael Mare

Guest

Space

photo courtesy of HARDING SPORTS
Senior Cathy Ebenja broke her own school record in the 60-meter dash
March 10 at the NCAA Division II Indoor Track and Field Championships.

will be nice running outdoors.
Plus, ifthe weather's nice, it's
nicer than being in a stuffy
building."
JuniorTrlfunyChambeIB said
that preparing for the outdoor
track season by practicing
five times a week and having
meets on the weekends takes
a lot of work and brings the
track team closer together in
a variety of ways.
''You have to learn to work
with each other, you learn
each other's weaknesses and
where to help people out,"
Chambers said. "Some people
need positive encouragement.
Coach can tell them, hey, this
is what you need to do to fix
it, but everybody else needs to
encourage them. Some people
need to be yelled at That's how

they perform better. It allows
you to read other people and
be on their level in order to
help them become better. It's
a learning experience ifyou're
willing to get into it."
The track team has one
home meet for the outdoor
season on April 7 during
Spring Sing weekend.
"Our kids get a chance
to run in front of their own
friends and things like that,
so it's important to them,"
Guymon said. "Not a lot of
people know a whole lot abut
track and field except for the
Olympics when they watch it,
but it takes a whole lot ofwork.
There is a lot ofthings that are
involved other than getting on
the track and turning left all
the time. Some people can do

it and some can't. That's why
I'm proud ofour guys. They've
got guts and it's hard work and
they don't get the recognition
other people do."
Chambers said that itwould
mean a lot to the track team
for their fellow students to
come and support them.
"It's just a come and go
event," Chambers said. "For
baseball you have a billion
home games. Basketball, you
know, had a handful of home
games and football did too.
W e have one home track
meet. No one ever comes to
watch us, so for us to have
the rest of the student body
come and support us in what
we do everyday and what we
put our lives into would be
really awesome."

Payton's Picks: Making sense of the madness
Ifyou need a little help filling out your brackets this year, here are my picks for the winners of each region
y-aJ I:\ ~li'J"lV

by PAYTON HURST
· opinions editor

are the No. 1 overall seed
and my personal pick to cut down the nets at the end of the
tourney. Kentucky tore through the SEC in conference play and
finished the season with an overall record of 32-2. Their only
loss since early December came last week to Vanderbilt in the
SEC tournament. The Wildcats are playing in Louisville, which
gives them home court advantage, and they have potentially the
easiest road to the championship of any of the top seeds. Their
only weakness is that they field the fifth youngest team in the
NCAA, and few of their players have tournament experience.

Florida State. Due to
several losses early in the
season, the Seminoles were
overlooked much of the regular season. That all changed
on Jan. 14 when they beat the third-ranked North Carolina
Tar Heels 90-57, handing them one of their worst losses in
team history. Just one week later on Jan. 21, they traveled
to Duke and handed the fourth-ranked Blue Devils their
first home loss since 2009. After cooling down in the last
month of the regular season, the Seminoles surprised everyone once again by defeating Duke and North Carolina
on back to back nights to win the ACC tournament. On
paper, this team is not as impressive as the top seeds, but
they are hotter than anyone in the league at this qioment.
...,._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Missouri. D espite being
snubbed for a top seed, I
still believe Missouri has the
strongest chance to make it to the Final Four out of the W est
Region. Mizzou boasts a 30-4 record, with quality wins against
Baylor and Kansas this season. The Tigers are putting up a little
over 80 points per game and are ranked third in the NCAA in
field goal percentage. Missouri may be slightly undersized, but
they are athletic and can score quickly in transition. U nles5 their
opponents can slow down the Tigers' game, Missouri just might
claw their way to New Orleans for a Final Four appearance.

North Carolina
This is only the
second No.1 seed I
have in the Final Four, and I believe this will be the team to
challenge Kentucky for the National Championship. They
are ranked first in rebounds per game, fourth in assists per
game and second in points per game in the NCAA. They
field an experienced and extremely talented team, and
have all the pieces of a team poised to make a run in the
tournament. The only question mark for this team down
the stretch is defensive player of the year John Henson's
wrist injury he suffered in the ACC tournament. Without
Henson, the Tar Heels may be in trouble.
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Our Athletes' View
on Pop Culture
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Roger Federer, often
called the best tennis player
of all time, currently sits at
No. 3 in the South African
Airways ATP ranking system.
He is behind Rafael Nadal,
who is ranked No. 2 and
the seemingly unstoppable
Novak Djokovic, who is at
the moment the undisputed
world No. 1. With both
Djokovic and Nadal playing
fantastic and incredibly
consistent tennis, can Roger
Federer play his way back
to the No. 1 ranking?
Before falling down to
No. 3 in the world, Federer
had been No. 1 for 285 nonconsecutive weeks. That is
only one behind the record
of 286 weeks held at No.
1 by none other than the
legendary Pete Sampras. If
Federer can reclaim the top
spot again he will surpass
the 286 weeks and be in sole
ownership of the record of
most weeks at No. 1. This
would be a miraculous
accomplishment.
Federer is eager to return
to the top spot, as you can
see there is a lot on the line.
In many interviews Federer
has stated that he feels he
is definitely playing well
enough to reach the peak.
He seems focused and
confident, but let's take a
look at his chances.
It will be a huge challenge
for him to reclaim the top
spot. The ranking system is
done by points. Different
tournaments award different
numbers of points, and
depending on how well you
do you get more or less points.
As of right now, Djokovic
holds 13,310 ranking points,
Nadal has 10,415 points to
his name, and Federer is
considerably behind with
8,710 points.
To reclaim the spot
Federer will have to gain
about 5,000 ranking points.
Is this possible? Yes. Federer
is on a hot streak. Since the
end oflast year he has a 33-2
record and is currently on a
10-match, two tournament
winning streak.
Federer now has a big
chance to gain some major
points . This week he is

headlining a tournament in
Indian Wells, Calif. which
awards the winner more than
1,000 points, and next week
he will be competing in yet
another big tournament in
Miami, which offers more
than 1,000 points to the
winner as well. Playing as
he has of late, he stands a
good chance to win both of
these tournaments, putting
him within 3,000 points
of Novak Djokovic. Then
the clay court season starts
just after, which has four
tournaments offering 1,000
points each, culminating with
the French Open (a 2,000
point tournament). Based
on his current streak and
level of play, if he continues
to play well he will most
definitely have chances to
overtake the No. 1 ranking.

Federer has
proven time
and time
again how
capable he is
of doing the
unexpected
and far
overcoming
expectations.
However, there is also
adversity. Federer is 30 years
old (usually players of this
age have already retired),
and he has a wife and two
young children on his plate
who could sway his focus.
He is a little slower than
he once was and maybe not
quite as sharp.
One would think these
factors could cause quite an
impact, but they likely will not.
Federer has proven time and
time again how capable he is
of doing the unexpected and
far overcoming expectations.
So, is it feasible for Roger
Federer to reclaim No.1? I
surely think so. With the
drive, skill and weapons
this man has in his arsenal
he is not someone I would
feel safe betting against. If
his hot streak continues,
as it appears it will, and he
remains confident, I have
no reason to doubt a return
trip to the pinnacle of men's
tennis.
After all, he is Roger
Federer. And he is the best
tennis player of all time.

Ashley Royce

Jon Mark Rowden

Donatella Luckett

(Soccer)

(Tennis)

(Football)

ueslions
Song that makes

Wop

Mr. Saxobeat

The Cha Cha Slide

Wop by J.Dash

Justin Timberlake Sexy Back

I don't care who wins
the world cup

UNMLobos

UNG!

UKw;nsbut
I'm rooting
forMizzou

Duke

Steak and taters

Peanut butter and
honey toast

Pasta and fruft

Sandwich or
granola bar

you are wearing

Under Annour

Nike

Nike clothes/
Adidas shoes

Puma&Nike

Nike and
UnderAnnour

Favorite athlete

Brian Wilson

Megan Rapinoe

Darren McFadden

Matt Holliday

Adrian Peterson

you dance

March Madness favorite
Game day meal .

Sports brand name

I eat sleep
and success
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Spreading God's
love overseas
by LINDSEY
SULLIVAN
student writer

photo by CHANEY MITCHELL j The Bison
Sophomore Antasia .Lewis, the service director for Iota Chi, is coordinating a dress drive to raise
money for the nonprofit organization She Dances.

Clubs raise money, reach out to others
by KIMBERLY MILLER .
student writer
What do formal dresses, rakes and
jeans all have in common? They are
all being used in service projects that
social clubs are doing this semester.
The service directors of Iota Chi,
Zeta Rho and Sigma Phi Mu have
planned unique events to reach out
to the community of Searcy as well
as those around the world.
Iota Chi is holding a dress drive
to benefit the nonprofit organization
She Dances. According to its website,
She Dances provides "holistic restoration for young girls who have been
trafficked and sexually exploited in
Honduras."
Iota Chi had a dress drive for She
Dances two years ago so sophomore
service director Antasia Lewis said
they wanted to try it again. According
to Lewis, this is a cause that people
should support because sex trafficking
is a form of slavery.
"It's not a choice for them," Lewis
said. "They're told they're going to have

a job in another country or another
city and then they get there and they're
basically brought into slavery and
they're not able to get away."
Students can donate their gently
used formal dresses from March 14 to
23 in the student center from 12 p.m.
to 6 p.m. On March 24, the dresses will
be resold for under $100 in Mclnteer
253 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The newest social club on campus,
Sigma Phi Mu, is starting big for its
first project. Service director freshman
Meagan Adkins is involved with a
non-profit organization called Jeans
for Jessie. Jessie passed away from
cancer last year and was a friend of a
friend of Adkins'.
Now, a friend of Adkins' has been
collecting jeans and other denim items,
resellin'g them and then giving the
proceeds to Children's Medical Center
in Dallas where Jessie was treated.
The money is then given to families
who are having trouble making ends
meet because of medical bills and
transportation costs.
Adkins said she wants to get Harding students and the community of

Searcy involved by having the jean
drive. Adkins said people should
support this because all the money
goes directly to families that need it
and you can see the immediate effect.
"There's something so special about
knowing that what you're doing it
so immediate and it's helping now,"
Adkins said.
People can donate their gently used
jeans and other denim clothing in the
student center March 12 to 16. They
will be resold at College Church of
Christ on April 14.
Twenty-five members of Zeta Rho
turned out on a Saturday morning
to rake leaves on Feb. 18. One of the
service directors, junior Cassie Thomasson, said they raked the yards of five
widows whose names were given to
them by the Rock House.
Some of the girls were even able
to go into the homes and talk to the
widows while others raked.
"I thought it would be a really
great outreach for young girls to work
with older women,"Thomasson said.
"I thought we had so much to learn
from them."

Through efforts of the
College Church of Christ arid
dedicated men and women
of the church, the Avanti
Italia program was founded
in 1986 and has been an
active mission for 26 years,
serving the people ofltaly by
teaching them English and
using.God's word to do it.
Avanti Italia is a two-year
mission program for newly
graduated college students
who are passionate about
forming relationships and
teaching others about the
love of Christ. The phrase
''Avanti Italia" means "Forward Italy." This phrase is
significant to the program
because the teachers at the
Bible School spend each day
forming relationships with
their students in hopes that
they might be able to come
to share their faith and love
for Christ with them.
"The relationships that
you make are what is the
most memorable," said Emily
Woodroof, a former Avanti
worker. "I have people that
I've met there that I never
would have met otherwise
and I will probably be friends
with for the rest of my life."
Woodroofgraduated from
Harding in May 2008 with
a degree in French, worked
for just over two years with
the Italian people and is
back to get her master's in
French and Italian.
In addition to teaching
English,Avanti workers are
involved in many opportunities
to help the local church to
reach out to its community.
"Our main goal is outreach
to the communities that we

work in,"Woodroofsaid. "We
work with the churches that
are in the towns that we live
in and try to be really involved
with what the church has
going on to booster growth."
With every~ that passes,
a new team is trained and
sent to Italy to begin this new
chapter of their lives. Senior
youth and family ministry
major Megan Lawson is a
member of the 2012 Avanti
Team leaving in January 2013.
"I heard about the program
freshman year and thought it
sounded cool, but then really
thought about it last semester
when [Associate Professor
of Bible] Shawn Daggett
always talked about Italy in
our Missionary Anthropology
class," Lawson said. "Then,
[a representative] came and
talked to my Living World
Religions class, and I started
talking to my friend Kelly
who "(Orks at the Bible school
now and made the decision
to be a part of it too."
Stepping into a new culture
can prove to be a challenge
for someone who has never
experienced a certain lifestyle,
but Lawson said her passion
for reaching the Italian people
would not be shaken by this
uncertainty.
"I'm just excited for the
opportunity to build and have
relationships with people
who come from a different
b ackground and different
culture than me and just be
able to share life with them,"
Lawson said.
For a college graduate,
putting a career on hold for
two years to work with a
program like Avanti Italia is
a big commitment. However,
the participants said they
hope that iris one that will
leave God's footprint on the
hearts of many.

Students putting Pipeline to good use
by JESSICA HEAD
student writer
From searches for friendships to selling outrageous
items, the classified section
of Pipeline is usually filled
with entertaining listings.
The classifieds is a posting application on Harding
Whiteboard that students and
faculty are able to use in order
to sell and buy merchandise or
services. Many students claim
that Pipeline Classified is also
a source of entertainment.
''I only read them for when
I am bored," junior Brittany
Chase said. "You never really
buy them. It's like Pinterest
without pictures."
Many students find cheap
entertainment to buy such as
used DVDs and CDs with
positive feedback from the
previous owner. Students
such as sophomore Justin
Dority have found these
postings to be comedic relief
by creating fictitious postings
with friends.

"I know that there are
people that think it's real and
sometimes I get real responses,"
Dority said. "I find it really
gratifying in the fact that they
think I'm legitimately serious. I mean to some people
it's really obvious that it's a
joke but to others, [they're]
just completely oblivious."
Senior Luke Guthridge,
had a recent post on Harding's
Pipeline whiteboard selling
Roman armor.
At first glance for most
buyers this might seem peculiar but Guthridge had a
unique purpose in mind for
his posting.
According to Guthridge, it
is a collection that he acquired
over time for fun.
He said that he was selling it just to make some
extra money and he wanted
someone who was interested
in the historical value of the
armor to purchase it as a
complete set.
He claimed that he posted
it as a part of a devotional
series that he created called
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photo by CHANEY MITCHELL I The Bison
Junior Luke Guthridge poses with his collection of Roman legion armor
that he is trying to sell as a set through Pipeline Classifieds.

Recycling aluminum pays off. In just
three months, enough aluminum
could be recycled to replace every
commercial plane in the U.S. Keep
Arkansas clean. Make it SHINE.

~
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"Putting On the Full Armor
of God."
''As I'm approoching the end
of my time as an undergraduate student at Harding, the
purpose for which I originally
assembled the armor collection will be passed on to
someone else", Guthridge said.
"However, it is my hope that
this wonderful representation
of military history from the
New Testament period can
find a new owner."
Guthridge also said that
he has received a large volume
of feedback from his post,
and a great amount of the
responses have been serious
inquiries.
Most potential buyers have
requested that he sell parts
out of the set but Guthridge
continues to indicate that his
preference is to see it passed
on as a whole collection rather
than selling it piece by piece.
"I believe pipeline is an
excellent resource that allows
for a really awesome exchange
ofinformation ... within the
University," Guthridge said.
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photos by DR. BURKS

A former photographer for Harding's Petit Jean Yearbook, President David 8 •. Burks took up his camera for Harding once more by photographing his
adventures across Patagonia with the Spring 2012 Harding University in Latin America group. To see more of his photos, check out thelink.harding.edu.

'Unorthodox' gives unsatisfactory tale of former Satmar
by LAURA
CHAMBERS
student writer
Occasionally I hear about
a book that I think would be
fascinating to read. When I
heard about "Unorthodox:
The Scandalous Rejection
of My Hasidic Roots" by
Deborah Feldman, I thought
I had found something truly
worth reading.
Unfortunately, I finished
the book wanting more
from the author - more
introspection, more details
about her decision to leave
her community and more
information about h er
new life.
Although the author did
make a courageous decision
to cut ties with her repressive
Satmar Hasidic community,

I was intrigued by Feldman's stories about a life
that is primarily unknown to outsiders ... but all
of her memories are so negative and sometimes
outlandish that I wondered if she had exaggerated
them.
"Unorthodox" does a poor one of the strictest sects of
job of reflecting the magni~ Judaism in the United States.
According to the author,
tude of her actions, and the
purpose of her book seems Satmars make a point to go
more vengeful than cathartic. beyond the religious duties
Feldman begins "U n- outlined in traditional Jewish
orthodox" with memories texts because they believe
of her unhappy childhood doing so will prevent a
growing up abandoned by second Holocaust. \
The author writes that
her mother, who left the
community years before, Satmars are forbidden from
and living with her mentally using the English language
disabled father, so she lived and must communicate
with h er strict, orthodox only in Yiddish. They must
paternal grandparents in also wear extremely modest
Brooklyn, N .Y. For most of clothing that distinguishes
her life, Feldman practiced them from "goyim," the
Satmar Hasidic Judaism, Yiddish term for Gentiles,

and usually they place more
importance on observing and
abiding by their religious
laws than on loving others,
even family members.
Feldman finishes "Unorthodox" by discussing her
short, dysfunctional marriage
that eventually caused her
to seek a different life for
herseJf and her young son.
Now, the author is attending
Sarah Lawrence College and
lives with her son in New
York City.
I was intrigued by Feldman's stories about a life that
is primarily unknown to

''Unorthodox"has received
much publicity and praise
from "The View" and is on
0 Magazine's "10 Titles to
Pick Up Now" list, so not
everyone agrees with my view
that the book is a shocking,
vindictive expose. As the
book is currently written,
though, it does not live up to
the exciting story promised
by its "scandalous" title.
Regardless of my dissatisfaction with "Unorthodox,"
I would recommend this
book to someone interested
in something different from
the typical young adult novel.
As long as the reader
understands that this book
is only mediocre in its writing and that everything the
author writes needs to be
read with a grain of salt,
he or she will not be disappointed as I was.

outsiders and starkly contrasts
with typical American values,
but all of her memories are
so negative and sometimes
outlandish that I wondered
if she had exaggerated them.
Her shocking account ofa
boy's murder and the way she
blamed all of her unhappiness on her community made
this book appear more like
a serving of vengeance than
an inspiring tale of a woman
who defied the bondage of
religious oppression.
Had Feldman spent more
time discussing her inner
desire for freedom and had
she devoted a majority of
her book to explaining her
actual rejection of her community and how her life is
different now, I would have
been more willing to accept
the crazy stories contained
in her book.
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j'Our MSE graduates
make life COOL.''
So you want to advance your career. We can help. Our 30 credit
hour Master of Science in Engineering (MSE) degree, with
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CONTEST: Win a free Sudoku book by being
the first person to bring the completed
puzzle to the Bison office
TODAY (Friday)
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concentrations in electrical, computer, mechanical, or manage-

ment are real and practical. We can even customize a program to
meet your unique goals and experiences with courses in business,

computer science, mathematics, and project management. Call,
e-mail, or log on today to find out more.

Not mainstream, but still great to watch
by MADDI NELSON

Tropical Smoothie coming to Searcy
by LANEIGH PFALSER
Follow us on

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOLDFENGINEERING

Twitter
@TheHULink

IJ Facebook
Flnduson

www.oc.edu/mse/

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
405..425.5579 or stephanfe.bafrd@oc.edu

For more news, videos and photos
check out
the Link @thelink.harding.edu

